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hood. The Urumanda district was a great resort of asce-
tics devoted to serenity of mind and prolonged meditation,
but this was after the time of TJpagupta. Then the
Buddha's visits to the Mathura district do not seem to
have been numerous, even if we accept records of doubtful
authenticity. "We are told that he expressed a dislike to
the country which had, he said, five defects. The ground
was uneven, it was covered with stones and brick-bats, it
abounded with prickly shrubs, the people took solitary
meals, and there were too many women.1 We find men-
tion of the Buddha visiting the country on one occasion
and lodging in a mango-tope near the Bhadra river.2 On
another occasion he lodged with his disciples in Ass Yak-
sha's palace (or the monastery of Ass Yaksha) which was
apparently outside the capital.3 He also passed through
this country with Ananda when returning from his mission
to "North-India", going among the yung-chun-jen (j| 3p[ A)
or Surasenas until he reached Mathura city.

It is worthy of notice that in his account of Mathura
and the surrounding district the pilgrim does not give
the name of any hill, or river, or town, or Buddhist esta-
blishment in the country. His information about the dis-
trict is meagre and his remarks about the Buddhist ob-
jects of interest in it seem to be confused and to a certain
extent second-hand. He apparently did not visit the capi-
tal, and made only a hurried journey across a part of the
country. It seems very strange that he does not mention
by name the famous Urumunda (or Urumanda) Hill, so
intimately connected, as we have seen, with the introduc-
tion of Buddhism into the district, and evidently an old
place of resort for contemplative ascetics of other religious

1  Sar. Yin. Yao-shih, ch  10.

2  Tsa-a-han-ching, t?7i. 2 and 24.   The mango topes seem to have
all disappeared from the Mathura' district.

3  Sar, Yin. Yao-shih, ch. 10.   This building was properly not a
monastery, but a hall or temple. It was apparently on the occasion
of the Buddha's returning from the north that he made the stay at
Mathura, converting the wicked Yakshims, and preaching his religion.